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Project Description and Research

For this project, I was tasked with creating a site that would help 
empower youth voters. Before hand, I was given a rough outline by 
the original creators of the site, who felt they needed a designer to 
help create something with more depth. I also had to make sure I 
had no party preference either way, this is simply to inform and  
motivate young people to vote. To start off the project, I needed to 
make a logo for the site, so I did some visual research on both  
politics in general and the logos politicians often use. By doing this, 
I feel I could get a better understanding of what the look and feel of 
the website and brand should be



Moodboard



Logo Research



Logo Mockups and Information Architecture

After some research, I felt I had a good idea on what a potential logo 
should be. My intial thought was try something with the initials ETY, but 
that isn’t clear to people who aren’t already familar with the website, so I 
knew I needed the full title in there somehow. For my mockups, I tested 
mainly horizontal logos so to fit the text, with one a little different from that 
to see how it would work. For the final, I choose a similar horizontal look 
to many of the campaign logos, with a fist used to help symbol empower-
ment. With the main part of the branding done, I next began to make the 
information architecture.



Logo Mockups

Final Logo
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Information Architecture



Personas

My next step in the process was to make persona’s to try to 
understand what people would be using this type of site. My 
basis was based on what I often hear from people my age in 
regards to voting as well as some quick research to see what 
the general thoughts among youth voters are.

Alisa Davis
Age: 21

Home: Colorado

Career: Student/Waitress

Voter Status: Registered

Personality
Empathy:

Income:

Engagement:



Bio
Alisa currently lives in a one person apartment and works at a local restaurant while  
working towards her nursing degree. Alisa has been fairly involved since getting to  
college and is looking to become even more involved. She is registered to vote and  
voted in the last presidential election but wants to start voting more in local and  
mid-term elections. She finds it difficult though to keep track of everything with her  
already busy schedule and isn’t sure what candidate seems to be the best for her.  
She also wants to try to learn as much about politics as she can so she’s not making  
uninformed decisions. Alisa’s goal is to become as involved as she can so she can  
help not only herself, but both her current and future family.

Wants and Needs
• Expanded political knowledge
• Easy and consistent way to follow local and mid-term elections
• Her own, well informed opinion of who is and isn’t the best candidates
• To use what she’s been given to make an impact

Frustrations
• The overwhelming amount of info she feels she needs to find
• The difficulty that comes with trying to find out more about  

local elections
• That politics is often a taboo topic for many people
• The many struggles she often has to deal with for being a black  

woman in this world

“Voting is a privilege not everyone has,  
so I want to do as much as I can with  
that privilege.”

Alisa Davis
Age: 21

Home: Colorado

Career: Student/Waitress

Voter Status: Registered

Personality
Empathy:

Income:

Engagement:



Bio
Daniel lives in a two bedroom apartment with his girlfriend and works at a local  
accountant firm. Daniel is fairly engaged on the political front, especially after going to 
college, but often sees many conflicting messages and isn’t sure what is and isn’t true.  
He tends to lean more to the left with his main concern currently being a way to soften 
his large student loans. Daniel currently isn’t registered to vote as he’s unsure how to  
go about the process since his parents have never been very politically minded. Daniel’s  
goal is to become more politically knowledgeable and be engaged, not letting life just 
happen to him.

Wants and Needs
• Student loans addressed in some way
• Reliable, unbiased source of info on the political landscape
• His own, well informed opinion of who is and isn’t the best candidates
• To feel like he has a voice

Frustrations
• The sheer difficulty of finding a unbiased, reliable source
• Feels the registration process is too time consuming and complicated,  

especially without a person to help show him the ropes
• The vitriol often spewed between both sides
• That most Asian-Americans still have to deal with the  

“model minority” stereotype

“Student loans give some of the  
world’s smartest individuals no chance at a  
higher education”

Daniel Lee
Age: 24

Home: San Jose

Career: Accountant

Voter Status: Unregistered

Personality
Empathy:

Income:

Engagement:



Wireframes

With a lot of research done as well as a better idea on who this site 
would be for, I then moved on to making wireframes. From my research,  
I felt the main idea I needed to go for here was ease of use. Many  
people struggle with voting because of how complex it was, so my goal 
was to make a website that was relativly easy to navigate and absorb  
the information in. 



Wireframes

Home Page
How to vote page



Discussion Board page
Contact Page



Type and color studies

For the type and colors of the website, my main goal was to 
keep the fairly simple and professional feel that the wireframes 
had. I didn’t want any loud, distracting colors that wouldn’t 
mesh with the feel and layout of the site. I also wanted to find 
a good red and blue color for scenarios such as when I would 
need to distinguify the party of a candiate. For fonts, I wanted 
a good serif for my headlines to again keep a professional feel, 
but a sans-serif for the body so it wouldn’t hurt to read as there’s 
a lot of text on the website



Color Studies
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Type Studies

Headlines

Didot 
Regular/Italic/Bold

Empower The Youth
Empower the Youth
Empower the Youth

Abobe Garamond Pro
Regular/Italic/Bold

Empower The Youth
Empower the Youth
Empower the Youth

Body

PT Sans (12/14)

Regular/Bold/Italic

Your voice matters. We know voting can 
be tough and we want to help. With this 
knowledge, you can make a difference

Your voice matters. We know voting can 
be tough and we want to help. With this 
knowledge, you can make a difference

Your voice matters. We know voting can be 
tough and we want to help. With this  
knowledge, you can make a difference

Avenir (12/14)

Book/Black/Oblique

Your voice matters. We know voting can 
be tough and we want to help. With this 
knowledge, you can make a difference

Your voice matters. We know voting 
can be tough and we want to help. 
With this knowledge, you can make a 
difference

Your voice matters. We know voting can 
be tough and we want to help. With this 
knowledge, you can make a difference



Final Colors and Fonts

Body
Avenir (12/14)

Book/Black/Oblique

Your voice matters. We know voting can be 
tough and we want to help. With this  
knowledge, you can make a difference

Your voice matters. We know voting can 
be tough and we want to help. With this 
knowledge, you can make a difference

Your voice matters. We know voting can be 
tough and we want to help. With this  
knowledge, you can make a difference

Headlines

Didot 
Regular/Italic/Bold

Empower The Youth
Empower the Youth
Empower the Youth

#f2f2f2 #383838

#5b2481#ed2124



Mockups

With everything in place, I began making a few mockups for a potential look 
of the site. I mainly based it off the wireframes, adding in pictures and color 
were it should be, though I did create a few new pages so I could have a few 
different layout ideas for the eventual critique of the mockups.



Mockup 1

Home Page
Discussion Board Page



Mockup 2

Home Page

Explanation Page



Mockup 3

Home Page How to Vote Page



Posters and Email

The final aspect for this site was to create sample posters and 
Emails using the branding and design I’ve made for the site. I 
mainly wanted these to be easy to look at a glance and read 
through without being too much of an information dump.



E-Mail Blast

Poster



Final Site

http://mywebspace.quinnipiac.edu/
skeenan/empower-youth/index.html


